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subjects during the year 1899 is catalogued in the proper section of 
the Jahresbericht. The more important books and articles are briefly 
reviewed, so that the reader can usually decide whether a given book 
is worth perusing. This latest issue of the work introduces a welcome 
improvement in the arrangement of the bibliographies. Books and 
articles are catalogued according to the alphabetical sequence of the 
authors' names. When a book is also reviewed, the fact is indicated 
by printing the author's name in heavy type. The reviews are grouped 
genetically rather than alphabetically. Some editors content them- 
selves with an impartial statement of the contents of publications. 
Others attempt some brief criticism. Opinions will differ as to which 
method better accomplishes the reviewer's purpose. The number of 
German publications cited is greater than the sum of all works in other 
languages. Yet no serious omission of English publications is to be 
found. Ephemeral German articles, however, are more frequently 
honored with a review than are foreign articles of perhaps equal value. 
Occasional errors in titles occur. Dr. Van Dyke (p. 565) is credited 
with Mi? gospel of world of sin instead of The Gospel for a World of 
Sin. The editors seem to consider capital letters a rare luxury in the 
English language. But such petty defects scarcely deserve mention in 
comparison with the marvelous skill which puts so readily at our com- 
mand the sum of human thinking on theological topics during an 
entire year. The Jahresbericht is an indispensable publication. — 
Gerald Birney Smith. 

The Mind of Tennyson. His Thoughts on God, Freedom, and 
Immortality. By Hershey Sneath. (New York: Scribner, 1900; 
pp. viii+193; $1.25.) The scope and purpose of this volume are 
clearly stated in the preface : " To interpret and systematize Tennyson's 
thoughts on God, freedom, and immortality .... special effort has 
been made to distinguish between the subjective and objective — the 

personal and impersonal — in his poetry The interpretation has 

been made in the light of Tennyson's relation to the spirit of his age." 
The author has carried out his purpose in the successive chapters in an 
interesting and, for the most part, convincing manner. The chapter 
on Tennyson's thoughts of God is on the whole the strongest. The 
general philosophical movement from Descartes to the present time is 
sketched in outline and made the background for an interpretation of 
Tennyson's poetry so far as it deals with the idea of God. The author 
brings out clearly the fact, which is so evident to every reader of 
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Tennyson, that the mind of the poet was a harp of many strings across 
which played the mighty influences of the age, bringing forth plaintive 
and sorrowful, and also hopeful and triumphant, notes. It is exceed- 
ingly interesting to see how the deep, resistless currents of the 
philosophical and scientific thought of Tennyson's time have their 
counterpart and corresponding movement in the upper-air currents of a 
literature so fine and sensitive as was his. The forces that have affected 
our conceptions of the three greatest realities, God, freedom, and immor- 
tality, are all reflected from different angles somewhere in the mind and 
the poetry of Tennyson. The question which the author discusses will 
have an equal interest to those who are interested in Tennyson and to 
those who are interested in philosophy; and the book will doubtless 
suggest to many the possibility of treating in some more detailed way 
what the present volume presents in brief sketch. — Frederic E. 
Dewhurst. 

Der Urzustand der Menschheit: Religions- und naturwissenschaft- 
liche Studie iiber die biblischen und kirchlichen Lehren vom Urstande. 
Von Th. Maass. (Berlin: Mayer & Muller, 1900; pp. iv+89; M. 3.) 
With a reverential and liberal spirit, and showing wide acquaint- 
ance with the views of modern scholars, the author has produced a 
useful monograph. He holds that man had from the beginning a 
religious capacity through which divine revelation was received, but 
that a long process of development was necessary before his religious 
life reached anything like strength and clearness. Moral indifference 
and animistic piety may be said to characterize primitive humanity. 
The progress of geology and physiological psychology will, in his 
judgment, contribute most fruitfully to the enlargement and clarifica- 
tion of our knowledge of the original condition of mankind.—^'//,? 
und Paradies bei den Babyloniern. Von Alfred Jeremias. (Leipzig: 
Hinrichs, 1900; pp. 32; M. 60.) This brief sketch of Babylonian 
eschatology is by the author of Babylonisch-assyrische Vorstellungen 
vom*Leben nach dent Tode, of which, by the way, he promises a revised 
edition. The material, scanty and scattered, out of which are gathered 
the ideas of the other world, and the customs connected with death 
and burial characteristic of ancient Babylonia, is discussed with as 
much clearness and fulness as is possible in so brief space. The 
author emphasizes the striking likeness of Hebrew and Babylonian con- 
ceptions of the future. He holds that there are traces of a Babylonian 
judgment after death and a doctrine of retribution, like those of the 



